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The First Amendment protects the right to receive information and
express viewpoints without government interference. In a series of
landmark cases, the Supreme Court has held that students in public
schools have First Amendment rights, but those rights are limited in
light of the special characteristics of the school environment.

The degree to which public schools may limit student speech is an
ever-evolving area of the law, particularly in light of new technologies.
For instance, when the First Amendment was drafted, there was no
social media, instant messaging, or artificial intelligence programs such
as ChatGPT. Now, students regularly use these technologies, among
others, to communicate both inside and outside of school and complete
coursework. However, school officials sometimes restrict, require, or
sanction the use of certain technologies, thereby potentially impacting
students’ First Amendment rights.

How has your personal experience with technology in school affected
your understanding of the First Amendment? Describe a situation in
which rules related to the use of technology in a public educational
environment impacted or could have impacted a student’s ability to
communicate, learn, or express an opinion. How would you balance
protecting the First Amendment rights of public-school students with
the special characteristics of the school environment as identified by
the Supreme Court?

Because private schools and home schools are not governmental
entities, students in these environments do not benefit from the same
First Amendment protections. For purposes of this essay, all students
should respond from the perspective of a public-school student.
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