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Welcome to the 

Florida Bright Futures
Workshop for Bartram Trail High School Families



Financial 
Assistance 
for 
Education
If you don’t 
apply, you 
won’t 
qualify!

Federal Aid 
Students across the United 
States are eligible.

• Grants and Scholarships

• Work Study

• Federal Guaranteed 
Student Loans

• U.S. Armed Forces (see 
StudentAid.gov/military)

• Apply via www.fafsa.gov
beginning October 1st of 
senior year

State of Florida Aid 
Only Florida students are eligible.

- Need Based Grants

- Merit Based Scholarship 

$$$ Florida Bright Futures $$$

- Tuition Assistance

- Special Interest (Scholarships for  

Children of Deceased or Disabled   

Veterans)

Apply via 
www.FloridaStudentFinancialAid.org
beginning October 1st of senior year

http://www.fafsa.gov/
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/


Become more 
knowledgeable about 
Bright Futures by…

…READING the 
Bright Futures 
Student Handbook.

www.FloridaStudentFinancialAid.org



Snapshot
of
Bright Futures

▪ Bright Futures GPA is NOT the same as report 
card GPA.

▪ Bright Futures weighs honors, AP, and dual 
enrollment classes equally with 0.5 per credit 
earned – NOT 1.0 weight for AP or DE!

▪ Bright Futures will also accept two additional 
academic electives toward the GPA 
calculation if it benefits the student.



▪ You are permitted to use qualifying scores 
from the June, ACT or SAT to qualify for the 
Bright Futures test criteria if you did not 
qualify prior to graduation.

▪ You must APPLY for the scholarship by 
submitting the Florida Financial Aid Application.

▪ Bright Futures Scholarships will renew 
automatically each year if the student maintains
the required GPA and credit hours.



Florida Academic Scholar (FAS) 
and 

Florida Medallion Scholar (FMS)

Gold Seal Vocational Scholar (GVS) can only be used to fund a 
career education or certificate program.



This student could 
improve his BF GPA 
by taking another 
science or by 
retaking semester 1 
of chemistry.

Because this student 
has a higher grade in 
his additional math 
course, the ADV 
TOPICS IN MATH is 
not used for BF 
eligibility.

This is a snip-it of 
a Bright Futures 
Report. 

It shows which 
courses and 
grades are being 
used to calculate 
the Bright Futures 
GPA.

How do I see my child’s 
Bright Futures Report? 

BTHS School Counselors will 
provide a paper copy to each 

student in the spring. 

• It is NOT viewable in HAC.

• It CANNOT be emailed.

• These reports are NOT 
continuously updated.

• Seniors can see their school 
counselor for a copy NOW.

• Juniors will receive a copy in 
November and in the spring.

• Sophomores must wait until 
spring. 

• Freshmen do not have Bright 
Futures reports yet. 



What should 
students do 

now to 
qualify for a 

Bright 
Futures 

Scholarship?

9TH GRADE
• Keep up with course work and 

establish a good high school GPA.

• Get involved in your school and 
community. 

• Submit service hours to Ms. Richards 
in the Main Guidance office or at 
Kathleen.Richards@stjohns.k12.fl.us

mailto:Kathleen.Richards@stjohns.k12.fl.us


What should 
students do 

now to 
qualify for a 

Bright 
Futures 

Scholarship?

10TH GRADE
• Keep up with course work and maintain 

a good GPA.

• Seek out community service 
opportunities.

• Submit service hours to Ms. Richards in 
the Main Guidance office or at 
Kathleen.Richards@stjohns.k12.fl.us

• Begin researching colleges. 

• Begin planning for next year’s courses 
with college and Bright Futures in mind.

mailto:Kathleen.Richards@stjohns.k12.fl.us


What should 
students do 

now to 
qualify for a 

Bright 
Futures 

Scholarship?

11TH GRADE
• Keep up with course work and maintain a 

good GPA.
• Check service hours in HAC. You should have 

at least 100 hours by now.
• Submit service hours to Ms. Richards in the 

Main Guidance office or at 
Kathleen.Richards@stjohns.k12.fl.us

• Schedule meetings with college 
representatives and ask questions about 
financial aid and Bright Futures.

• Begin planning for next year’s courses with 
college and Bright Futures in mind.

• Take SAT or ACT and send scores to a Florida 
school.

mailto:Kathleen.Richards@stjohns.k12.fl.us




What should 
students do 

now to 
qualify for a 

Bright 
Futures 

Scholarship?

12TH GRADE
• Review your Bright Futures Report.

• See your school counselor if there are any 
errors on your transcript.

• Take note of what is “Missing” to qualify for 
each award.

• Take steps to improve your Bright Futures 
GPA if it is borderline.

• Submit any remaining service hours by winter 
break.

• Take or re-take SAT or ACT and report your 
scores to a Florida school.



What should 
students do 

now to 
qualify for a 

Bright 
Futures 

Scholarship?

12TH GRADE

• APPLY!

• APPLY NOW!

• DO NOT WAIT TO APPLY!

• Students do not have to be eligible for Bright 
Futures to apply. You can apply now and 
become eligible by graduation.

• You will NOT be eligible if you do not APPLY!



Go to www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/











