How to write a critique

NON-FICTION BOOK REVIEW FORMAT: Three Parts 
1) The first third is a description of the author's intent or purpose in writing the book and their thesis. Describe how the author has done this. Was there a need for this book? 

2) The second third of your review should describe how the author went about his task. What kind of evidence did he rely on? What were his sources - or does he even let you know? Does he use intelligent graphics - pictures, tables, graphs, etc.? Do they help clarify and add to the text, or are they padding, or just confusing, or poorly introduced. 

3) The last third of your review is critical. It is here that you evaluate her success. Did she persuade you? Did the author really bore you, or anger you, or confuse you? Was it indeed a book that needed to be written, or was it a waste of your time and hers? What do you advise the reader of your review to do? 

FORMATING: 
1) typed, double-spaced, Times-Roman font, no larger than 12 point, 500-600 words 

2) Title Page with the Formal Book citation . (Such a citation always has five elements - title, author, city of 
publication, publisher, and year of publication. It takes the following form: Krutchfield, Charles. The Crusades. New York, Aberdeen Press, 1987. In addition, your name and date need to be on the title page. 



FICTION BOOK REVIEW FORMAT 


1) Give a summary of the book (tell me the story)- Identify the main characters along with some basic information 
about them. 
2) Relate the story to the period of world history and region/area described. What did you learn that you didn't 
know, were you surprised by something, compare and contrast (if you can) to our culture. 
3) A short evaluation of the book (did you like it, good/bad, etc.).
