Advanced Placement World History Topic Outline

The topic outline provides information about what students are expected to know for each part of the course. In addition, the outline contains examples of what the AP World History Exam does and does not assess.

The course begins with "Foundations," which introduces the course and focuses on setting the historical and geographical context. This part of the course introduces world historical patterns that form the basis for future developments. 

For each part of the course there is an outline of major developments that students are expected to know and be able to use in making comparisons across cultures. These developments and comparisons relate to the following six overarching themes:

· Patterns and impacts of interaction among major societies: trade, war, diplomacy, and international organizations 

· The relationship of change and continuity across the world history periods covered in this course 

· Impact of technology and demography on people and the environment (population growth and decline, disease, manufacturing, migrations, agriculture, weaponry) 

· Systems of social structure and gender structure (comparing major features within and among societies and assessing change) 

· Cultural and intellectual developments and interactions among and within societies 

· Changes in functions and structures of states and in attitudes toward states and political identities (political culture), including the emergence of the nation-state (types of political organization) 

The ordering of the developments in the topic outline suggests chronology and depth of coverage. For each period after Foundations, periodization is the first major task and serves to create links and explain differences with the period just covered and with the period to come. For all periods, major interpretative issues, alternative historical frameworks, and historical debates are included.

Examples of the people, events, and terms that students are expected to know and use accurately in their work for the course and the exam appear under major developments. The comparisons or "snapshots" listed here are suggested by way of example; many other comparisons are possible and relevant. There are also selected examples of the types of information that students should know, in contrast to what they are not expected to know, for the multiple-choice section of the AP World History Exam. The list is illustrative and not exhaustive. Nor is the list meant to prohibit students from studying these topics.

The course will cover the period from approximately 8000 B.C.E. to the present, with the period 8000 B.C.E. to 600 C.E. serving as the foundation for the balance of the course. An outline of the periodization for the course with associated percentages for suggested course content is listed below:

Foundations: c. 8000 B.C.E.–600 C.E. -- 7 Weeks (19–20%)
600 C.E.–1450 -- 8 Weeks (22%)
1450–1750 -- 7 Weeks (19–20%)
1750–1914 -- 7 Weeks (19–20%)
1914–Present -- 7 Weeks (19–20%)
