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Essay Contest Description 

 

On November 8, The Veteran’s Council of St. Johns County will honor our veterans at 

Anastasia Baptist Church, 1650 A1A S. St. Augustine, Florida. This event-packed day 

will feature the K9’s for Warriors initiative. In order to educate St. Johns students about 

this wonderful effort to assist wounded veterans, The Veterans Council is sponsoring an 

essay/video contest for St. Johns County high school students. The theme of the essay 

will be how K9’s for Warriors gives wounded veterans “a new leash on life.” The essays 

should discuss how dogs are trained, how they relate to their veteran/masters, a 

background on the veteran’s experience, and how their veteran/masters are helped by 

their faithful K9 companion. The entries will consist of an essay of no less than 500 

words, and a 5 minute interview with a K9s for Warriors veterans. Contest winners will 

receive their award at a special ceremony in the church sanctuary from School 

Superintendent Dr. Joseph Joyner. 

 

 

 

About K9s for Warriors 

 

K9s For Warriors is dedicated to providing service canines to our warriors suffering from 

Post-traumatic Stress Disability, traumatic brain injury and/or military sexual trauma as a 

result of military service post 9/11. Our goal is to empower them to return to civilian life 

with dignity and independence.  

 

 

Jake Martin St Augustine Record 

 

New leash on life 

 

Shari Duval founded K9s in 2011 after witnessing her son, Brett Simon, struggle with 

daily life upon returning from a stint in Iraq as a dog handler. 

Simon’s story was common among military service members returning home from 

combat. He is now director of K9 operations and helping fellow veterans form a bond 

with his or her own service dog. 

K9s for Warriors serves veterans suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder, traumatic 

brain injury and/or sexual trauma as a result of military service post 9/11. 

The nonprofit pairs trained rescue dogs with veterans — at no cost to the veteran. Since 

its inception, K9s for Warriors has graduated about 170 veterans with about a 95 percent 

success rate. 

Danique Masingill, director of operations, said the two hardest days for veterans involve 

going to Costco and visiting downtown St. Augustine. 

“The architecture, for a lot of them, reminds them of the places where they were 

deployed,” she said. “Costco ... just because it has a tendency to be really crowded.” 

These small steps back to civilian life are the fruits of labor from three to six months 

worth of training the dogs to serve their new handlers and homes. 

Veterans live on-site for the final 21 days of a dog’s training and leave holding the leash 



to their new companion. 

Extended stay 

Veterans diagnosed with PTSD come from all over the U.S. to train with their service 

dogs at K9s for Warriors. Some of them stay. 

Hugh Borchers, kennel master, also works in construction operations with the Navy 

Reserve at Naval Air Station Jacksonville. About two years ago, he returned to his home 

in Maine with PTSD from a second deployment to Afghanistan. 

Borchers, 27, was recruited by Masingill’s husband Matt, a family friend of Borchers’ 

who was an early graduate of the program. The Masingills had relocated to Florida from 

Syracuse, N.Y., to work for K9s for Warriors upon Matt’s completion. 

Borchers says he was lacking a sense of direction and needed a job when an opening at 

the organization came up in October 2014. Matt said he knew just the right person. 

“He gave me a call and I packed up my truck and moved south,” Borchers said. 

Guinness, his two-year-old Labrador, was saved just 48 hours before he was scheduled to 

be euthanized. 

Within months after being paired with Guinness, Borchers was more comfortable out in 

public. They traveled to California, attended a Celtic festival with live music and went 

out to restaurants without a problem. 

Borchers said his friends noticed the difference before he did. 

Although he was originally unsure if a service dog could actually help manage his PTSD, 

he knew he didn’t want to resort to dependency on medications. He also saw what having 

a service dog had done for Matt. 

“It might be a little unorthodox but it has definitely helped solidify my opinion that the 

dogs work,” Borchers said. 

Diamond said almost 85 percent of veterans completing the program reduce the amount 

of medications they are on within six months of graduation. 

All dogs at K9s for Warriors are trained to pick up signals of potential stressors for their 

handlers and to alert them. For example, Guinness is trained to wag his tail when 

someone is coming up behind Borchers. 

When he’s not at NAS Jax, Borchers’ job is to keep the kennels clean and the dogs happy 

and healthy. 

Group effort 

Every component of the nearly $8 million facility, from the material to the labor, was 

donated to the organization. Summit Contracting Group Inc. donated the construction of 

the new facility, which was built on nine acres of land in Nocatee that was donated by the 

Davis Family and the Parc Group. 

Corporate partnerships provide most veterinarian services, food and other needs for the 

service dogs. 

“It was an amazing rally by the community to put this together for us,” Masingill said. 

 

The program continues to grow and find community support. A staff of 23 people is 

bolstered by about 500 active volunteers. 

The new location boasts four housing units with shared kitchens and living areas; five 

fenced-in parks; 27 climate-controlled kennels with doggie doors; and a bone-shaped 

pool complete with a bright red fire hydrant fountain. 

A special breed 



About 95 percent of the dogs used are rescues and typically Labradors, retrievers, hounds 

and mixed breeds. Many, like Guinness, are rescued within days or even hours before 

being put down. 

All dogs are evaluated for aggression, food-driven temperament, size and weight. 

Diamond said most other organizations just breed puppies because their behaviors and 

needs are more predictable. But rescue dogs tend to have personalities that match their 

new handlers. 

“We think they actually make a better bond with the warriors than a bred puppy because 

they’ve probably gone through some kind of trauma on their own,” he said. “The match 

and the bond seems to work better.” 

If a service dog passes away, K9s for Warriors immediately arranges for a new dog if the 

veteran wishes for a replacement. Some veterans end up retiring their dog from 24/7 duty 

and keep them as pets. 

“Each one thanks us for giving them the best dog,” Diamond said. 

 

Essay Contest Rules 

 

 The entries will consist of an essay of no less than 500 words, and a telephone 

interview with a K9s for Warriors veterans. 

 Entrants develop research from news articles and through interviews with 

veterans. William Korach (904) 461 7046 is the point of contact for setting up 

interviews 

 There will be two categories: children of National Guardsmen or other active 

service members, and all other high school students from St. Johns County 

 Essays and videos are due on October 23, 2015. Written essays will be no less 

than 500 words. Essays will be sent to William M. Korach, former Commander, 

USNR wmkorach@gmail.com. Videos will be 5-10 minutes in length and posted 

on YouTube for judging. A link should accompany the written essay. 

 Essays will be judged on originality of writing and video production 

 Each category will have three prizes. First Prize will be $300, Second prize will 

be $200 and 3rd Prize will be $100 

 

Video Production 

 

 

Contestants will create a 5-10 minute video from the telephone veteran interview and 

available videos of K9’s for Warriors and service dogs that can be found on YouTube 

and Google. Contestants should edit the videos using the sound track from the telephone 

interviews. Video YouTube links and the essays should be submitted to William Korach 

at wmkorach@gmail.com



 

 

Timetable for Submission of Essays 

9/24 Packages sent out 

 

10/23 Essays and You Tube videos of student giving essay forwarded to national judge 

panel via wmkorach@gmail.com 

 

11/2 Winners notified and arrangements to attend banquet finalized. Winners are required 

to attend the event to collect their prize 

 

11/8  Prizes awarded  

 

 

 Judges 

A panel of veterans and Nationally Recognized historians will judge the contest. Rear 

Admiral Joseph Callo, USNR, ret. 

 

Joseph Callo is a Naval History Magazine Author of the Year. His most recent 

book John Paul Jones: America’s First Sea Warrior (Naval Institute Press, 2006) is the 

2006 winner of the Samuel Eliot Morison Award for excellence in naval literature. He 

contributed to The Trafalgar Companion (Osprey Publishing) and was U.S. editor/author 

for Who’s Who in Naval History (Routledge). H also wrote Nelson in the Caribbean: The 

Hero Emerges, 1784-1787 (Naval Institute Press), Nelson Speaks: Admiral Lord Nelson 

in His Own Words (Naval Institute Press), and Legacy of Leadership—Lessons from 

Admiral Lord Nelson (Hellgate Press).  His sixth book, The Sea Was Always There 

(Fireship Press) is scheduled for publication this spring. Mr. Callo has written for a 

variety of magazines and newspapers. He also is a frequent public speaker and has done 

numerous radio and TV interviews. 

Before writing full time, Mr. Callo was a senior executive with major advertising 

agencies and was a freelance producer for NBC-TV and PBS. His awards include the 

prestigious George Foster Peabody Broadcasting Award for his work as line producer on 

the NBC-TV prime-time special Tut: The Boy King (narrated by Orson Wells) and a 

Telly Award for his script for The Second Life of 20 West Ninth, a PBS and History 

Channel program (narrated by William Shatner). He taught advertising and writing at St. 

John’s University as an adjunct associate professor. 

 Mr. Callo was commissioned from the Yale University Naval Reserve Officers 

Training Corps.  He served two years of sea duty in the U.S. Navy’s Atlantic Amphibious 

Forces and was qualified as a surface warfare officer. Upon returning to civilian life, he 

commanded three reserve public affairs units and performed reserve duty with a variety 

of U.S. Navy commands, including: the Pre-Commissioning Detail of USS Saratoga, 

Sixth Fleet, Pacific Fleet, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Naval War College, 



Submarine Group Two, Chief of Naval Reserve, Chief of Information, the 

Oceanographer of the Navy and others. He retired from the Navy Reserve as a rear 

admiral. Mr. Callo learned to sail at age 13, and he skippers sailboats up to 50 feet in 

length in the Caribbean. He also crewed in the full-scale reproduction of Captain Cook’s 

square-rigged bark Endeavour. 

Mr. Callo lives in New York City with his wife the former Sally Chin 

McElwreath, who is a retired Navy Reserve captain and most recently was a senior vice 

president with a major utility/energy company. 

 

 

 

 
Richard Latture 

  
Richard Latture is Editor-in-Chief of Naval History, a magazine well-regarded by both 

academic historians and history enthusiasts – and published bi-monthly by the U. S. 

Naval Institute. 

  

Richard joined the Institute staff in his present post during 2005. 

  

Interested in history very early in life, Richard majored in the subject as an undergraduate 

at Washington and Lee University, then went on to earn a Master of Arts degree in 

history at the University of Virginia. 

  

Upon completion of graduate studies, he joined the staff of the national newspaper USA 

Today – working for 12 years as a researcher, reporter, and editor. 

  

Before assuming his present post, Richard spent seven years editing MHQ: The Quarterly 

Journal of Military History, America's Civil War and a number of other periodicals 

published by Primedia History Group. 

 

Mary Laney 

 

Mary is an award winning columnist, television and radio news anchor, reporter, 

commentator. She is a nationally recognized TV producer, writer, program host and 

editorialist and the recipient of over fifty local and national television awards for 

excellence in investigative reporting, commentaries, editorials and newscast production. 

 
After graduating from the University of Wisconsin/Madison, Mary began her career in 

Chicago at WFLD-TV. From there, she went to cable television and then she joined 

WBBM Newsradio 78 as a writer, producer and anchor of Week in Review. Mary went 

to WBBM-TV as a writer and then became a news reporter. Her talents were duly noted 

and she was offered positions in New York, Washington and Paris. Wanting to raise her 

children, Tom and Chris, in Chicago, Mary instead decided to accept the post 

of Editorial Director at WMAQ-TV before becoming news anchor and commentator for 

the station. 



While she was at WMAQ, Mayor Richard M. Daley asked Mary to become Chicago’s 

Tourism Director. During Mary’s tenure, Chicago went from 40th place to one of the top 

ten world destinations to visit. Upon reaching her goals in this endeavor, Mary went to 

CNN as Midwest correspondent and to WMAQ Radio as a talk show host. At this time, 

Mary also launched Mary Laney, Inc., a production company that specializes in video 

and audio production, scripts, concepts, and crisis management and training. 

Mary is a columnist on the editorial page of the Chicago Sun-Times, has written a novel, 

has sold the op- tion on two movie scripts, and is currently collaborating on a script in 

Hollywood. She has received more than 100 national, regional and local awards including 

Emmys, UPI and AP awards. She also has been honored by American Women in Radio 

and Television, Mothers Against Drunk Driving, the Salvation Army, Chicago 

Firefighters and the Newspaper Veterans Association. She has been cited for excellence 

by the U.S. Senate, U.S. House, Illinois General Assembly, Chicago City Council and 

Chicago Public Schools. And she’s the first woman honored by the Newspaper Veterans 

with the “Classy Guy Award”. 

Mary does charity work for Haymarket House, Maryville City of Hope and Prentice 

Hospital. She is also on the Northwestern Women’s Board, the International Visitors 

Board and the Board of Governors of the Chicago/Midwest Chapter of NATAS. She has 

many special interests including government, politics and golf 

 

Colonel Will Merrill, USA, ret.  

 

Will Merrill, a native of Ashland, Wisconsin, graduated from the United States Military 

Academy at West Point with the Class of 1958.  His sons Bill and Michael are also West 

Point graduates.  Son Bill, an Army Colonel, has completed two tours of duty in Iraq and 

extensive duty in other Mid-East countries. His granddaughter, Jeanell, is a Army 

Captain who has also served in Iraq.  He is married to the former Barbara Michel, of 

Brooklyn, New York.  His daughters Mary Merrill Quinn and Susan Tsantes, live in 

Minneapolis and Framingham, MA. His son, Michael, lives in Jacksonville and is the 

founder of Smartphones Technologies. 

 

After graduation from West Point, he serve with the 82nd Airborne Division at Fort 

Bragg, NC from 1959 to 1961, after which he commanded a Hawk air-defense missile 

battery at Fort Bliss, TX and Bad Aibling, Germany from 1961-64.  In 1966-67, he was 

an advisor to a Vietnamese Army 155 mm Artillery Battalion in Pleiku, Vietnam.   

 

During 1969-70, he served as Operations Officer for the 2nd Infantry Division on the 

Demilitarized Zone in the Republic of Korea during a period of intense crisis.  From 

1974-75 he was Battalion Commander of the 1/7th Air Defense Artillery at Fort Bliss, 

TX. From 1983-1989 he was the NATO Liaison Officer to Greece, stationed at the Greek 

Pentagon in Athens, during which time he narrowly escaped two assassination plots.  He 

retired from the U.S. Army with the rank of Colonel in 1989. 

 

He is a graduate of the Artillery Officer Basic and Advanced Courses, the Army Ranger 

Course, the Army Airborne Course, the Armed Forces Staff College and the DOD 



Language School courses in Spanish and Greek.  He has also earned a Master’s Degree in 

Business from Webster College. 

 

After completing his military service he became Vice President of a nationwide Home 

Inspection Service and later Vice President of a Wireless Communications Company. 

 

His personal decorations include the Department of Defense Superior Service Award, 

Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal, Four Meritorious Service Medals, Army 

Commendation Medal and Vietnamese Honor Medal. 

 

Col. Merrill had written a book, 9/11 Ordinary People: Extraordinary Heroes,  based on 

interviews with sixty firefighters, police officers and civilians in New York City on 9/11. 

 

Will Fitzhugh 

 

Will Fitzhugh is a graduate of Harvard College and a former 

high school history teacher. In 1987 he founded The Concord Review, 

which has now published 1,044 history research papers (average 6,000 words) 

by high school students from 46 states and 38 other countries in 95 issues. 

 

 

Roger Geronimo 

 

Dr. Roger J. Geronimo has extensive senior level working experience in the areas of 

Accounting, Finance, Economics, Investments, Business Development, Planning, and 

Executive Management. He has worked for small companies, has been a senior 

financial executive for both a public and private University, and for international 

corporate giants such as United Technologies Corporation. He also possesses 

experience as an entrepreneur having been owner of a hi-tech company and owner of a 

service company. Dr. Geronimo has also created numerous non-profit corporations. 

 Roger received a bachelor’s degree, MBA in Finance, and a Doctorate in             

Economics. 

 Roger has worked as a political and economic consultant, has been in academia for 

almost 40 years, written 3 books, and is frequently quoted and interviewed by radio, TV, 

and the print media. In 1985, President Reagan nominated him for the position of Deputy 

Undersecretary of the Treasury Department because of his contributions in the field of 

economics. 



 He has been a member of the Board of Directors of numerous corporations and non 

profits. 

 Since 1987, Roger is also known as a well renowned and successful operatic tenor 

having performed domestically and internationally. He has sung under the baton of the 

legendary opera Maestro Anton Coppola since 1987. (Uncle to Francis Ford, and great 

uncle to Nick Cage and Talia Shire) Roger is also well known for using his talents to 

raise funds for special charitable events and organizations. For 11 years he had his own 

highly popular live classical radio program on WFCF 88.5FM. 

 

 

William M. Korach 

 

William Korach is publisher of The Report Card www.thereportcard.com, a magazine 

advocating teaching America’s Heritage of freedom in our public schools. Korach 

worked at New York advertising agencies Doyle Dane and Bernbach, and Ted Bates.  He 

later became a Senior VP of marketing with Citibank, Korach was an early developer of 

on-line banking and has taught and written about marketing technology through out his 

career in financial services. Korach is a former Commander in the United States Naval 

Reserve having served aboard the USS John R. Pierce, USS Saipan, USS Germantown 

and the USS Dahlgren. Korach was on active duty from 1966-69 and recalled to active 

duty for Operation Desert Storm. In 2010 Korach was president of the Navy League of 

St. Augustine that was selected for the Outstanding Council award.  

Korach recently completed a history textbook Rock of the Republic, TeachingPoint, 

Jacksonville, because of his concern that America’s great heritage is no longer being 

taught in America’s schools. Korach graduated from the University of Chicago 

Laboratory School and received his BA in history from the University of Wisconsin.  

 

http://www.thereportcard.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 


