The Spirit of Bartram              Newcomer Parent Meeting                            June 1, 2006 
Meeting opened by Director Jason Duckett at 7:32 p.m
Welcome to Bartram Trail High School and the Spirit of Bartram!
You have chosen to become a part of an amazing band and guard program.  We have the largest band in the county and in the district.  We are projecting 225 on the field this year.  That success is due to the support of the feeder schools, Fruit Cove and Switzerland Point Middle School, and their great band programs.

We are still working on getting confirmation of our marching band numbers.

Frequently Used Terms:
Marching Band – everyone that participates on the field is part of the marching band that includes guard.

Concert season – 2nd part of the year with more traditional, “sit down” concerts.  We will break into 3 bands for concert season, based on experience.
Winterguard – 2nd part of guard season which is indoors.

Marching Band Rehearsal Schedule
· Next summer practice will be held June 27th

· Practices - Practice schedule for marching season will be Tuesday nights and Thursdays after school.  Due to construction we may have to relocate our marching practice to other areas of the school.  We do not anticipate having to add more days to the marching practice schedule.  Night practices will begin @ 6:00 or 6:30.  After school rehearsals will end @ 5:00 p.m.

· Band camp – currently scheduled for Thursday night, August 10, Friday night, August 11 and Saturday morning, August 12.

· Rehearsals are extremely important.  It becomes impossible to conduct a “good” rehearsal if members are late or do not attend.  We have had a lot of success with two rehearsals because everyone attends.  As a parent, you are needed to stress to the members the responsibility they have to the band program.  Help your student make good decisions to their commitments.

Football Schedule for Marching Band
· Every Friday we are committed to football games.  There are 10 games.  We attend ALL home games.  

· Inspection is held prior to each game.  Your student will be informed of the time to show up for “inspection” (@ 1 – 1 ½ hours before a game).  

· August 25th is our first game.  It is AWAY.  At Palatka.

· Participation at away games is decided by the size of the stadium where the game will be held.  As of this date we plan to take the entire band to Terry Parker, Nease and Ridgeview games.

· Bus transportation is provided for all away games.  
· Students can ride home with a parent as long as #1) a note is given to Mr. Duckett or Mr. Fowler BEFORE we leave for the event (they will ride Bus #1); #2) you need to see Mr. Duckett or Mr. Fowler BEFORE you leave the event; #3) only a parent can take the student home.

· Return times for away games will vary depending on the distance between the host stadium and Bartram
Competition Schedule for Marching Band

· Competitions are tentatively schedules for September 30, October 14, and October 21.  These are all Saturday competitions. 
· FBA Marching Assessment is scheduled for Saturday, November 4.
· These are all day events.
· Please mark these very important dates on your calendars.
Items Needed for Marching Band (Woodwind, brass and percussion only)

· Uniform (provided through the school)

· Marching shoes – ordered through school at the cost of $25.  Students will be fitted for these the first week of school.

· Pep Shirt – ordered through the school at the cost of $25.  This shirt will be worn on days we have a football game.

· Pep shirts are also available for parents at the cost of $25.

· Guard students will get this information at a later date through Jay and Claire.

Fee to Participate in Marching Band (Woodwind, brass and percussion only)

· The school/county helps with some of our costs; however, it will take us 7 or 8 school buses to get to a game.  1 new instrument can be several thousand dollars.

· We also raise funds through concession stand sales

·  The biggest “chunk” of that money is received from each student in the amount of $250.  It is broken into several installments.  One at the beginning of the year, one in the middle, one in January.  

· There are fundraising opportunities to help with that fee

· Guard members will get their fee schedule from Jay and Claire
Myths and Misconceptions

· Students cannot participate in band and sports:  FALSE.  Your student CAN participate in band and be in a sports program here at Bartram.  The coaches and band directors work hard to make that possible.
· You cannot be in ROTC and band:  FALSE.  Most of their events occur in the spring not the fall and our band directors will do everything in their power to see that spring concerts do not conflict.  However, please keep in mind that this is a brand new program at Bartram.

· Students cannot participate in band and ACP.  FALSE.  ACP does NOT conflict with band.  History shows that most of the band students at Bartram are in advanced studies.  The schedules you received at the end of year are not written in stone.  They will accommodate band, even if your student is in ACP.  
Additional Parent Questions
· Will the October band competition conflict with the Homecoming Dance?  October 21 is the Homecoming Dance and a possible date for competition; however, we have not committed to any events yet and we are aware of this conflict.  Based on a survey taken last year less than 5% of the students had a problem with the conflict.  In the past we have tried to avoid this conflict; however the date of this competition is very appealing because of its location.

· Does the band perform at pre-game or post-game?  We do not do pre-game and post-game shows.  Only perform at half-time due to time constraints. We also perform in the stands.

· My student plays French Horn during concert season.  What will she play during marching season?  Melaphone. 

· How do rising 9th graders deal with the transition?  Camp helps with structure, behavior, commitment.  Upper classman help with this a great deal.  We will also show them last years performance on video.
· Can my student participate in concert season without being a part of marching band?  No.  Band is a full year program.  You CANNOT be in concert season without participating in marching season.  
· Does marching band count as a PE Credit?  Yes.  Marching band = ½ PE credit
Future Communications
· www.spiritofbartram.org and through e-mail.  The students have already provided us with their e-mail addresses.  If you feel they may not have provided us with the proper information, please go to the website and contact Linda Hurley with that information.

· Jason Duckett:  bartramtrailbd1@aol.com
· Rick Fowler:  crfmusicproductions@comcast.net
Volunteer Opportunities

· Volunteer forms and sign-ups for concessions stand duty and chaperoning will be available at the first booster meeting in the fall

· Kenna Hawkins, Booster President, presented the need for two freshman parents who would be willing to be band managers.  This an elected position and would consist of monthly board meetings, occasional chaperoning, and a voice for the freshman parents.  Anyone interested in those positions can contact Kenna, or any other board member, through the website.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, June 27th, is the yearly budget meeting. 7:30.

